CHAPTER VIII

ANTE PAVELITCH

ON the yth January, 1929, the day after the announce-
ment of the suspension of the constitution, a secret
society called the Ustasha was founded In Zagreb. It
was officially called the Croat Revolutionary Organiza-
tion. Ante Pavelitch was named poglavnik, supreme
chief, though members of the society deny that he
actually founded it.

Ante Pavelitch was one of the members of parliament
elected by Zagreb, so it cannot be said that he was
without substantial following, But he never was a
member of Raditch5 s party, although at one time he
sought alliance with it. As long as Raditch had been
working for a separate Croat state he approved of
Raditch, although Raditch viewed him with contempt.
Pavelitch was a Frankist. He had a political history
dating from before the war.

The Frankists, taking their name from their founder,
Ivo Frank, were in the pay of Hungary. Before the
war they were an organization of Croats working against
Croat nationalism in Austria-Hungary, After the war
they tried to use this same Croat nationalism in order
to get the Habsburgs restored, Frankist and legitimist
became almost synonymous. They entered the service
of revisionism. Before the war influential Frankists
easily obtained rank and position. It was part of
Hungarian statecraft to find out what Croats could be
bought. A nucleus of Slav opposition to the Slavs,
a hired Croat claque was organized to disprove the
statement of Raditch that the Croats were unanimous
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